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To all delegates,

Allow me to welcome you to the University Of Liverpool for Consider David Foster Wallace, an international conference devoted to the work of an author who is increasingly being recognised as one of the major literary voices of the late 20th and early 21st centuries. Wallace's canon spans two decades and a variety of literary genres, from short fiction to journalism to the novel, where latterly he made perhaps his most abiding statement in Infinite Jest, a book that is now being seriously discussed by scholars as on equal terms with the great works of James Joyce, William Gaddis and Thomas Pynchon. I believe that Wallace's death in September 2008 constitutes the most significant premature loss to American literature since the death of Ernest Hemingway and robs the literary world of a talent of rare intelligence and significance that is seen only fitfully. We therefore meet here in Liverpool to discuss and celebrate his work in what promises to be a fascinating event, with a wide variety of papers that address virtually his entire published canon, from his first novel The Broom Of The System to the final publication this year of This Is Water, adapted from his 2005 Kenyon address.

I have been delighted and overwhelmed with the level of interest and support for the event since first announcing it in February this year, and I am very happy to welcome candidates from countries across the world including Canada, the US, Slovakia, The Netherlands, Spain and Ireland. I am also extremely pleased to be able to welcome our keynote speaker Greg Carlisle from Morehead State University in Kentucky, a world authority on Wallace whose work Elegant Complexity promises to become a modern-day Bloomsday Book for those venturing into Infinite Jest for the first time.

I hope that your time at the conference is illuminating and inspiring, and I look forward to hearing all the papers in what will surely be a memorable event.

David Hering (University Of Liverpool, Conference Organiser)

INFORMATION ON SPEAKERS

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

GREG CARLISLE is an instructor of theatre at Morehead State University in Morehead, Kentucky, where he teaches acting, voice and articulation, and dramatic literature and recently directed plays by Beckett and Moliere. He is the author of Elegant Complexity, A Study of David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest, published by Sideshow Media Group in 2007. He contributed to this year’s Wallace tribute issue of the Sonora Review, was a panelist and reader at the associated tribute event hosted by the University of Arizona in May 2009, and spoke with Newstalk Radio Ireland’s Culture Shock program about Wallace earlier this month. The recipient of a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Mississippi State University and a Master of Fine Arts degree in Acting from the University of Louisville, Carlisle has taught courses in theatre and speech, presented theatre workshops, directed productions, and acted throughout the Southern and Midwestern United States. From 1996-2002, he participated in the Kentucky Shakespeare Festival’s summer season of plays in Louisville’s Central Park, appearing in Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Twelfth Night, The Taming of the Shrew, and Macbeth. He is currently working on a study of Wallace’s story collection, Oblivion, and a study of the plays of Edward Albee.

DELEGATES GIVING PAPERS (Listed Alphabetically)

KIKI BENZON is an Assistant Professor in English Literature at the University of Lethbridge, Canada. Her chief areas of scholarship are contemporary American fiction, text and image, and the medical humanities. She is the Fictions Present thread editor of the Electronic Book Review
and has published articles on Wallace's Oblivion and depictions of mental illness in Infinite Jest and Brief Interviews With Hideous Men. She also runs the website www.kikibenzon.com

DR PHILIP COLEMAN is a Lecturer in English Studies in Trinity College Dublin, where is also Director of the MPhil in Literatures of the Americas programme. He has edited On Literature and Science: Essays, Reflections, Provocations (2007) and "After Thirty Falls": New Essays on John Berryman (with Philip McGowan, 2007). His book John Berryman and the Public Sphere: Reception and Redress will be published by UCD Press in 2010. 

CHRISTOFOROS DIAKOULAKIS is a final year DPhil student in the Department of English in the University of Sussex. The subject of his thesis is "chance" and the coincidences between modern literature, deconstruction and psychoanalysis. He is especially interested in American fiction and philosophy, from Edgar Allan Poe and William James to Richard Rorty and David Foster Wallace. Wallace's Brief Interviews with Hideous Men was the primary focus of his MA dissertation while in the University of York and forms a significant part of his current project.

GRAHAM FOSTER is a PhD Student at Manchester Metropolitan University. His history of research is in 20th Century American Literature. His specialist area is the North American Literature of Generation X, and he is currently researching the evidence of a literary fin de siecle in the millennial fictions of David Foster Wallace and Douglas Coupland.

IANNIS GOERLANDT studied English and German in Ghent and Rostock and obtained an MA in American Studies from The University of Antwerp . With a dissertation on national imagery and utopianism in the work of Arno Schmidt, he earned his Ph.D. in German Literature from Ghent University (Schulen zur Allegorie, Aisthesis 2006). His main research topics include literary ethics, narratology, translation studies, paratextuality and imagology. Together with his partner, he owns a small translation agency. Currently, he also holds a part-time position as Teaching Assistent at K.U.Leuven (Belgium). His Dutch translation of Wallace’s essay “A Supposedly Fun Thing I’ll Never Do Again” will be published in October. 

CLARE HAYES-BRADY is a first year doctoral candidate at Trinity College Dublin, where her research interests centre around contemporary American literature, with a particular focus on David Foster Wallace. She has presented papers in various academic fora on different aspects of Wallace’s work .

DAVID HERING, organiser of 'Consider David Foster Wallace', is a PhD student at the University Of Liverpool, where he is currently researching the works of David Foster Wallace and Mark Z. Danielewski in relation to ideologies of choice, freedom and labyrinthine motifs and narratives. He tutors courses on Close Reading and Literary Theory, and lectures on Modern American Fiction. His literary reviews have appeared in the Journal Of American Studies and Moveable Type, and he has recently given papers on Wallace and Danielewski at Harvard University, Strathclyde University and the University Of Liverpool.

DR. PAUL JENNER is a lecturer in North American Literature and Film, Department of English and Drama, Loughborough University. His principal research area is in American intellectual and cultural history, with particular focus on the philosopher and critic Stanley Cavell. His Ph.D. was a comparative study of Stanley Cavell, Richard Rorty and Thomas Kuhn, considering their work in relation to logical positivism and early forms of analytical philosophy. More broadly, he is interested in intersections between philosophy, literature and film.


ADAM KELLY is a PhD Candidate and Government of Ireland Scholar at University College Dublin, where he is currently completing a dissertation entitled “Moments of Decision in Contemporary American Fiction.” He received his MA from the University of York. He teaches courses on American Modernism and contemporary American fiction, and his articles have appeared or are forthcoming in Critique, Philip Roth Studies, and Phrasis.

CONNIE LUTHER is a PhD. Candidate at the University of Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Connie is interested in contemporary culture, post-postmodern literature, and philosophy. She thinks that David Foster Wallace’s work is an importance response to the heritage of postmodernism, the philosophical underpinnings of which he finds difficult if not impossible to accept.

GREGORY PHIPPS is currently pursuing his PhD at McGill University in Montreal, Quebec. He is writing his dissertation on Henry James and the American intellectual movement of Pragmatism, exploring the links between James' later novels and Pragmatist writers such as Charles Peirce, Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., and his brother William James. Of course, He also has a strong interest in contemporary American literature.

CHRISTOPH RIBBAT is a professor of American literature and culture at the University of Paderborn, Germany. His research focuses on contemporary US literature, cultural history, and photography. He has taught at universities in Switzerland and Germany and conducted research 
as a Humboldt Fellow at MIT and Boston University and as a Fulbright Scholar at The Cooper Union, New York. He is currently working on a research project on non-fiction books and their readers.

CHRISTOPHER THOMAS is a graduate student at The City College of New York (CUNY). His research has focused mainly on drawing connections between the American Postmodern era and the Enlightenment in Britain — specifically on the works of David Foster Wallace and Laurence Sterne. Other research interests include Critical Theory, Psychoanalysis, and art history. 

THOMAS TRACEY is a grad student in the 3rd year of his DPhil in English at Oxford University, UK, working on the oeuvre of David Foster Wallace, considering him as a moralist. He did his undergraduate degree at Trinity College, Dublin (his hometown), where he wrote his dissertation on Joyce's "Ulysses", and a Masters in the Culture of Modernism at York, UK, where he became interested in the relation between ethics and literature and where he first discovered David Foster Wallace. His MA thesis was on Wallace and realism. 

MATT TRESCO is a PhD student at the University of Manchester. He is currently writing on ‘encyclopedism’ in contemporary US fiction, focusing on texts by Gaddis, Pynchon, Foster Wallace, Jenny Boully and Robert Altman. His MA dissertation was on adapting Immanuel Wallerstein’s world-systems analysis as a means of interpreting Gravity’s Rainbow.

DANIEL TURNBULL is a PhD student in the Dept. of Philosophy, Birkbeck College, University of London. He works in the area of moral philosophy, and specifically moral psychology. He is currently working on the role of emotions in moral judgement, aiming to make an argument for the importance of shame as a moral emotion, alongside guilt.


CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

               Consider David Foster Wallace: An International Conference

                                   Schedule: Wednesday 29th July 2009

1.15-1.45pm      REGISTRATION

Nellist Room 114   ― Each group of three papers is followed by general discussion/questions

2.00     Clare Hayes-Brady: The Book, The Broom and The Ladder: Philosophical Groundings

                                                in the Work of David Foster Wallace

2.20
Chris Thomas: Infinite Jests: David Foster Wallace & Laurence Sterne

2.40     Adam Kelly: David Foster Wallace and the New Sincerity in American Fiction

3.00     Graham Foster: A Blasted Region: David Foster Wallace’s man-made landscapes

3.40     REFRESHMENTS –  Foyer, Cypress Building

4.00  KEYNOTE LECTURE

                               Greg Carlisle (Morehead State University, Kentucky, US): 

                                                    'Consider David Foster Wallace'

c5.00 DRINKS RECEPTION AND BOOK SALE – Foyer, Cypress Building

                 Consider David Foster Wallace: An International Conference

                                     Schedule: Thursday 30 July 2009

Nellist Room 114   ― Each group of three papers is followed by general discussion/questions

9.30
Philip Coleman: Consider Berkeley & Co; or, Reading 'Westward The Course Of Empire

                                         Takes Its Way'

9.50
Connie Luther: The Young David Foster Wallace: a Disciple of Fredric Jameson?

10.10
Christoforos Diakoulakis: 'A Type of Scotopia': Reading Brief Interviews With Hideous

                                                          Men

10.50
REFRESHMENTS – Foyer, Cypress Building

11.10
Gregory Phipps: The Ideal Athlete: John Wayne in David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest

11.30
David Hering: Infinite Jest: Triangles, Circles & Cycles

11.50
Matt Tresco: ‘Impervious to U.S. Parsing’: Thinking of autism as an encyclopaedic

                                    form in David Foster Wallace’s Infinite Jest

12.30
BUFFET LUNCH  - Foyer, Cypress Building

1.30
Iannis Goerlandt: “That is not wholly true”: Notes and Errata in David Foster Wallace’s

                                             Shorter Fiction (and Non-Fiction)

1.50
Kiki Benzon: Deformity and Resistance in DFW’s Fiction

2.10     Thomas Tracey: Representations of Trauma in David Foster Wallace’s Oblivion

2.50     REFRESHMENTS – Foyer, Cypress Building

3.10     Christoph Ribbat: New Journalism, New New Journalism, DFW Journalism: Wallace

                                             and Reporting

3.30
Paul Jenner: Don’t Compare, Identify: David Foster Wallace on John McCain

3.50
Daniel Turnbull: This is Water and the Ethics of Attention: Wallace, Murdoch and 

                                          Nussbaum

ENDS 4:30pm.
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